Interaction of light with the organ of Corti. I. Light guide effects in cochlear hair cells.
A cochlear postmortem preparation has been developed which allows for hydromechanical studies of the transilluminated organ of Corti. It was found that cochlear hair cells act as optical waveguides. This poperty of hair cells is important for optical cochlear investigations. It may be used in the study of the motion of single hair cells.